TDB-ACC-NO: NN72091262 



DISCLOSURE TITLE: Flexible Auger Toner Transport. September 1972. 
PUBLICATION-DATA: IBM Technical Disclosure Bulletin, September 1972, US 
VOLUME NUMBER: 15 
ISSUE NUMBER: 4 
PAGE NUMBER: 1262 

PUBLICATION-DATE: September 1, 1972(19720901) 

CROSS REFERENCE: 0018-8689-15-4-1262 

DISCLOSURE TEXT: 

lp. A flexible auger located within a flexible tube, is 
utilized to transport finally divided toner particles from a first 
station to a second station within an office copying machine. 

Flexible auger 1 1 is rotated by motor 13 to convey toner from 
toner bin 15 to developer unit 17. Flexible tube 19 encloses 
flexible auger 1 1 , thereby keeping the toner confined within the tube 
as it moves from toner bin 15 to developer unit 17. The flexible 
auger and flexible tube enable the toner bin to be physically 
separated from the developer unit, the toner traveling over nonlinear 
paths around machine elements. The toner bin can thus be located in 
a position enabling ready operator access thereto for effecting toner 
replenishment, or it could be associated with the cleaning unit of a 
xerographic copying machine to transport toner collected by the 
cleaning station back to the developer or replenisher unit, to 
thereby effect reclamation of such toner for reuse. 
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